I might take issue with a few other matters along the way as well. He advises against overusing personal material and then specifies the advice by saying, "One or two personal stories per sermon is [sic] plenty" (41). That seems like a lot of personal references. He recommends making notations in the sermon outline regarding voice inflection and physical movement (115-116). That comes across as too mechanical, especially for more experienced preachers. He offers good suggestions for how to responsibly encourage texting during worship as a means of crowd sourcing and engaging the audience. No suggestion, however, is given as to what to do with those who do not text.
Overall I give a strong recommendation to this book for its ability to deal in concrete ways and offer practical exercises to experienced preachers in order to help breathe new life into the task of preaching. This book is a good resource for professors of homiletics to consider using in conducting workshops for local preachers. In my context in Memphis, I am part of a group that reads and discusses one of the eight categories each month. It has worked well.
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